HMS Diary 1911

Saturday 7" January

Put up nest box for tits on shed at end of garden. Received camera. Saw
Starling with yellow beak.

Sunday 8™ January In garden (afternoon). Saw peculiar Starling, tail, back & wing cream coloured,
head & breast normal, but with light markings. Starlings & tits on suet in pear
tree. Starling looking in nest box.

Monday 9" January Lecture Field Stream (?) Club. Met Mr Neale.

Monday 16t January

Lecture Dr Paterson.

Saturday 218t January

Many Starlings about with yellow bills.

Monday 23 January Saw Thrush on the tree in front of Howell’s singing, 1.0pm.

Friday 27t January Saw a Sparrow Hawk hung up outside the wood. Met Keeper. Went back past
Waterhall. Saw only Moorhens. In Waterhall Wood saw old Goldcrests nest at
the Cross drive.

Saturday 28" January Cycled to Llandaff & walked over to Maesllech Wood, via Radyr Quarry. On top

of the hill between Radyr & Maesllech Farm, we saw a number of “crows” in a
tree, & on getting nearer, when they flew, we saw that two were very much larger
than the rest, & flew away separately in an opposite direction. Were they
Ravens? Also saw a large flock of Peewits & Golden Plover.

Saturday 4" February

Went out to Llandaff & with Bert over to Radyr Quarry. Saw a Dabchick on the
river close to the Rly. Bridge. Saw a Marsh Tit in Q (Quarry) Wood.

Sunday 5" February

Saw two pairs of Chaffinches in garden. Spring plumage.

Saturday 18t February

Went out with Ingram & Short to Llanishen by train & then walked over Cefn On.
Saw several lots of primroses in bloom. Coming back saw Jays in Wild Park.
Rainy

Wednesday 13t March

Saw a pair of Mistle Thrushes building in poplar.

Thursday 2" March

Watched the Mistle Thrushes at midday. Saw both birds on. Went over to the
nest for a few seconds there seemed to be a few bits of grass in the fork.

Friday 3 March

Mistle Thrushes about in the morning & at midday.

Saturday 14 March

Went out to Welsh St Donats with Igram & Short. Rained the whole time. Saw a
pair of Grey Herons flying over the small pond when we were about half a mile
away. Only one or two duck on the large pond but there were a fair number on
the small pond, Teal & Mallard. There were a lot od small duck but | could not
say whether they were Teal or Wigeon. Ingram had a try with the telephoto but it
was no good. On the big pond saw some frog spawn with the tadpoles hatched
& fairly large inside & saw a toad with a leech on its neck.

Sunday 5" March

Mistle Thrushes not seen either yesterday or today.

Monday 6" March

Mistle Thrushes about again today. Saw the pair near the nest xxxx day one
bird carrying a bunch of grass sparrows mobbing them.

Friday 10t March

Mistle Thrushes about everyday this week but they don’t do much building,
though it is very mild.

Saturday 11t March

Went out in aft(ernoon) with Ingram to Green hill. Many of the trees were blown
down & some cut. One | photo’d from last year is cut. Not so many Rooks,
some sitting but | think only shaping the nests. Tried telephoto of nests from
ground but all Rooks cleared, not one left. Wasted 1 hour, 4/5 came back
behind us but went in about 10 minutes. Photo’d Jews Ear fungus F22, 5secs,
S.R.O. Saw Fieldfares. Went to R. Quarry & through wood, no nests. Pair
Goldcrests.

At 6.40am Went with Ingram & Short to Wild Park. Rained most of the time.
Saw Goldcrest, Jay, Green Woodpecker. Hundreds of Greenfinches roosting in
laurel. Mistle Thrushes built a good deal today.

Sunday 12t March

Mistle Thrushes building hard today. Raining all day.

Wednesday 151" March

Cycled off to reservoir fields at 6.0am. Saw 3 pairs of Lapwings but | don’t think
they have started nesting yet. The(y) mobbed a pair of Carruon Crows which
were about. Saw a number of gulls on the water. On the way up | saw a thrush
which every now & then when singing would whistle like an exaggerated Blue
Tit.




Saturday 18" March

Wild Park — 6.0am. 4 thrushes nests, one nearly finished. Others not lined.
Two last Sat are old ones | think. Saw pair of duck in the wood.

Mistle Thrushes building this am has not been about all the week. Aft wet.

Sunday 19™ March

Mistle Thrushes building all day.

Thursday 23 March

Wild Park 6.0am. No nests altered at all. Nothing fresh. Short saw Kingdfisher.
Saw ducks again.

Reservoirs. 2 Plovers “xxxxatchings”. Saw Heron, B.B (Black-backed) &
Herring Gulls, Crows & Hawk. Ingram saw Woodcock in the little wood.

Saturday 25" March

6.0am morning. W (Wild) Park. Nothing altered & nothing fresh.

Reservoir. Then out to Coed-y-Gores. Dipper nest under bridge again. Caught
the bird on one egg.

Aft. Went out to phot Dipper nest, F11, 5 min, it was dull when | took mine
(S.R.). Several snow showers. Went round the old trees in Llanrumney Park,
but found nothing.

Magpie nest part built Kings Wood.

Monday 27t March

Went out at 7.0am to see that dipper was alright. 3 eggs (bird sitting).

Tuesday 28" March

6.00am went out to dippers nest. Ingram photo’d it (5 min, F11, 2ft
mag.rubbon(?). 2 eggs only (cold), bird flew under bridge while we were there.
Mistle Thrush sitting at midday,

Wednesday 29t March

Went out at 5.30am to Cefn Mabley Park. Dippers nest there finished but no
eggs. Saw Jackdaws, Jay, Magpies, crows & several spotted (2) woodpeckers.
Coed-y-Gores Dippers nest. 3 eggs. Bird siting. Saw a pair of Grey Wagtails
xxxx xxxx. Saw hawk attack a Partridge xxxx.

Saw flock of Redwings.

Thursday 30" March

Wild Park 6.0am. Thrush nests found 18™ (Shorts) one old, one built up but not
lined, one | found nearly finished & | think deserted. One on west side is now
lined. Two others nest just started, one may be a Mistle Thrush.

Friday 31st March

M. xxxx. Cycled out. | left bike and walked to Duck Wood. Found one nest two
egg xxxx down yet & another which | think is just started. Saw pair Cole Tit in
the wood. Saw many crows & magpies. Wind changed to SW today. Wind E
before.

Saturday 15t April

Wild Park. Went up at 6.0am. Walking through N end of wood Ing (Ingram) saw
a Robin with a leaf, so we watched & saw him go to an old stump, the nest was
just started. Saw a Song Thrush building in tree on edge of stream at top.
Thrush west side sitting but no eggs, nest is finished. Ing saw a Chiff Chaff. It
was near the bridge & we heard its note. One of nests found 30t is a Thrushes
& is lined. Other (Mistle Thrush?) not added to. | found a Blackbird nest just
started. Coming back | saw a Chiff Chaff on the evergreen on side of Botanical
Pk.

Monday 4rd April

Wild Park 6.0am. Robin nest nearly finished. All nests building added to, and
we found two more Thrushes & a Blackbirds partly built. Thrush on W side has
2 eggs. | think | have found the place where the Duck is going to nest.

Tuesday 4" April

Went out at 6.0am, Bert, Ing & | to photo dipper nest under Llanedarne Bridge.
Bird was on, but no eggs. Photo F11 SRO 1ft Magnixxxx. Coed-y-Gores dipper
pulled out.

Wednesday 5" April

Went to W.Pk (Wild Park) to photo the Grass Snake and Blindworms (F22,
6secs) SRO (F16, 3secs). Very cold and snow. Thrush now has 4 eggs,
everything else not touched. Saw pairs L.T.Tits.

Thursday 6" April

Snowing all the time. Llandaff 5.30am with Bert to R (Radyr) Quarry & photo’d
Wren (cock’s nest) under old tree. Thrush 3 young about a day or two old do. 1
egg. Blackbird 1 egg all at bottom near well. Quarry Robin 3 eggs, Thrush 2.
Saw Wheatear from under block of stone. Robin 3 eggs on R.(River) bank.

Friday 7t April

Went out to Llandaff at 5.30am & with Bert to Waterhall. Saw pair of Dabchick &
a pair of Wild Ducks on the top end. Both ducks flew away when we got near.
Found what we think may be the Dabchick nest. | walked about, but found
nothing else. Nothing in wood except Carrion Crow nest partly built & saw
Goldcrests.




Saturday 8" April

Hensol. Went to Hensol this afternoon. On getting up to the Heronry found a
number of broken eggs about, some hatched & others with yolk on them. |
climbed up & found that out of the six nests only two (as far as | could tell)
contained anything, three were empty, the one which has 5 now contains 3
young, one egg with two young one just coming out & another egg chipped. In
the nest which had eggs & young there were young. One | couldn’t see into but |
don’t think there was anything in it. There were more than two pairs of
herons.[Hensol Farm, Pontyclun. Saw Keeper Roberts] xxxx away from the tree
however. Picked up several pieces under the other tree, but the birds were xxxx
alright. Picked up dead rook & crow. Bert got up to rooks nests. 4.4.

Monday 10t April

L & W.Park (Lake & Wild Park). Photo’d L.T.T. (Long-tailed Tit) nest F32, 30
secs. Thrush young. Saw W.W. (Willow Warbler) and Chiffchaff. Woodpigeon.
Thrush gone. Blackbird 3 (new).

Tuesday 11t April

Lake. W (Wild) Duck. Swan. Magpie. Hd (heard) Chiffchaff & Willow Warbler.
Saw xxxx. Ing(gram) saw Grebe (2) & female Teal.
Duck A-6-X
[ W
Photo F32, SRO, 1 min.

Wednesday 12t April

Penarth. Plover 4 & 3. Saw Snipe. Xxxx Wren, Redwing.

Thursday 13™ April

Lake. Saw Teal, Duck xxxx Island 1, other 3, Goose 1.
Duck xxxx 15secs F32 SRO

Duck sitting 12 secs F16 SRO

Anemone F32 10secs NF

Primroses F32 10 secs NF

Friday 14t April

Penarth. Photo'd Plovers. 5—F11 —1/10, 1 — F8 — 1/10 (SRO). Several other
nests found. 4 & 5were at 1 (?)

Saturday 15" April

Penarth. M — 1. Bert found Quail (?) 2 fledged young. Missel 2. Missel
building. Several Thrush 4. Phot Plovers nest F28 (?) 5 secs, large F32,
15secs SRO. We have found altogether about 18 Plovers nests. Only 4 have 4.
Many one only.

Monday 17t April

Marshfield. Blackbird 1. NF F32 6secs. Duck xxxx no down. Blackbird
finished. Duck nests 3. Sparrowhawk (?), LTT (Long-tailed Tit) building. Carion,
Magpie, Carrion finished. No 6 Thrush 1. Saw 8 Swallows. Xxxx 3.

Tuesday 18 April

W.Pk (Wild Park). Duck 9. Thrush 4. Missel 1y (young) — 1 egg. Robin 1. Saw
W.Wren (Willow Warbler). Aft (ernoon). R.Q. (Radyr Quarry) nearly all nests
pulled out or robbed, except Thrush near well which as 2 young xxxx. Bert
found a thrush 4. Good position.

Thursday 20t April

R’voir (Reservoir) fields only | pair Lapwing. Nest — 1 egg cold & wet.
W.Pk (Wild Park). Photo’d Duck NF F45, 25secs

NF F45, 50secs
Blackbird has 2. Hedge Sparrow building. Robin 3. | saw 95 Woodpigeons.
Chaffinch building.
On evening went up to Lake to put up tent at Thrush with young but to find it
pulled out. L.T.T. (Long-tailed Tit) alright. Friday wet.

Saturday 22" April

5.30am went out to photo Moorhen nest found Monday. It has now 7 eggs. One
is peculiarly marked having a streak right round the top (NF F32 35secs).

Short found Hedge Sparrow 4, Blackbird 1. Thrush young. Saw 3 Swallows.
Afternoon. St-y-Nyll. G.3. Saw several drake coots. Saw 2, they are building in
two places. 3 nests started in each. Moorhens 1.7. Magpie finished & lined, but
not inside. Saw 2 Swallows, numbers of Chiffchaff & Willow Warblers. Saw
female Txxxx.

Sunday 23 April

Saw Chiffchaff in garden.

Monday 24t April

Sully Island. 5.0am. Saw many Swallows, 1 Kestrel, pair Oystercatcher, pair
Lapwing, many Linnets & five Rock Pipits, 6 Ringed P (Plover). Heard Cuckoo.
Saw 3 Whitethroats, 2 Swallows also several W.(Willow) Warblers, Chiffchaffs. 1
Corn Bunting.

Tuesday 25" April

W.Pk (Wild Park), Several Blackbirds nests xxxx eggs xxxx. Robin 5.
Blackbird has young (3). Thrush by N.gate young. Hedge Sparrow finished.




Duck 1 egg hatched. Heard Cuckoo. Saw 1 Swift, 3 Sand Martins, 2 Swallows.
Heard Blackcap. LTT (Long-tailed Tit) has 3.

Friday 28t April St-y-Nyll 5am. Put up tent at Grebes. Has 4 now. Heard Cuckoo, saw 2 Sedge
Warblers, 3 Swallows, Jackdaw has 2.
Saturday 29™ April St-y-Nyll. 5.0am. Finished cutting branches in front of tent. Saw several

Blackcaps. Heard Cuckoo.

St-y-Nyll Photo Grebe from tent. 4-F6.8, 1/50, 1-F8, 1/50, 1-F8, 1/10.
Moorhen 8, one found last Sat(urday) has 8, Coot 2, other nest finished. Saw 3
nests Blackcaps. Heard several Cuckoos. Bottom pond. Moorhen -1, Stock
Dove -2

Monday 15t May

xxxx Duck 8 deserted. Blackbird sitting, Sparrowhawk 1, Blackbird 4.

Tuesday 2" May

W.Pk (Wild Park). Photo’d Blackbird F45, 30secs. Heard Grasshopper Warbler.
2 Swift. Blue Tit b’ldg (building). Robin. Chaffinch 1, Chiffchaff with xxxx. LTT
(Long-tailed Tit) pulled. Thrush 1. 1 House Martin.

Wednesday 3 May

Llandaff fields. R.Q (Radyr Quarry) & Wood. Thrush has young. Chiffchaff Bldg
(building). Robin 1. Blackbird 4. Young Thrushes flying.

Thursday 4" May

St-y-Nyll. Ing(gram) photo’d Dabchick.

Friday 5t May

Llandaff fields. 2 owls
Lake. Duck 4. 10, Moorhen 7, 2 Magpie 2.

Saturday 6" May

Sully I (Island). Ringed Plover 43.2. Saw Mallards. Many Whitethroats.
Nightingale. Photo’d Ringed Plover 5 secs F32 NF.

St-y-Nyll (2). 6 photos Grebe 1/50 in water, 1/10 hen sitting 1sec F32 % lens.
Male 1/10 Y4 F8 sitting. Female in water 1/50. Coots 7.5. Goldcrest 4.
Blackbird 3. Thrush 3.

Monday 8" \May

St-y-Nyll. Put up H (Hiding) Tent at Coot 7. Grebes not hatched. Pair Blue Tits.

Tuesday 9t \May

Llandaff. Photo’d Chiffchaff F32, 8secs SR. Robin has 5. B’bird robbed. Wren
1 egg.

Wednesday 10t May

Sparrowhawk. 5 eggs. Photo’d nest.
F16 complete 1sec S.R.SS
F32 %2 4/5sec. NF.

Thursday 11t May

St-y-Nyll. Photo’d Coot F332, 8sevs big camera. NF. Moved tent.

Friday 12 May

W.Pk (Wild Park). Photo’d Wrens (F32 10secs SR) has 6. Blue Tit 8. W.arbler
(Willow Warbler) 3 nests. Chaffinch 4. Bullfinch finished. Hedge Sparrow
finished.

Saturday 18 May

S.Hawk (Sparrowhawk). Photo’d Ingram up tree F16 5secs,
Coot 1/50 walking behind
sitting -
2sec " Grebes hatched
1100 ---  Pheasant

Sunday 14t May

Coot robbed.

Monday 15t May

Marshfield. Yellow wagtail about 15 (2 Bldg) [building]. 4 Sedge Warblers.
Many Reed Buntings.

Tuesday 16" May

Porthkerry. Saw fox cub.

Wednesday 17" May

St-y-Nyll. Put up tent at other Coot. Pheasant 10. Very foggy.

Thursday 18t May

House packing.

Friday 19t May

Sully I (Island). Ringed Plover 2. All other gone. O.C.(Oystercatcher) 1 cold &
wet. 2 sitting in grass. Photo F4.5, 8secs,

Saturday 20" May

W.Pk (Wild Park).
Photo stump 12secs, F32 SR
Blue Tit 18 secs, F45 SR
W.W’bler (Willow Warbler) 10 secs, F45 NF
Grass snake about 1sec, F16 NF
Chiffchaff 7. Willow Warbler 6.6.5. Chaffinch 3. Blackcap 2. Chiffchaff bldg
(building). Duck 6.

Coot robbed. Photo Pheasant F45, 55sces. Wren F32, 15secs. Quail 1.
W.(Willow) Warbler 7.




Sunday 21t — Saturday 27th May crossed out. Separate paper strip over pages says Abergavenny

Camp 1911

Tuesday 23 May Grouse 6 & 3

Sunday 28t May Sugar Loaf. Grouse 6 & 3. Photo F32, 5/10secs SR.
Sunday 4™ June Porthcawl

Monday 5% June

[Vertical list of what look like numbers written on the edge of the page
alongside the following entry]. Tern 3. O.C (Oystercatcher) 1. Young
Lapwing 1. Empty hatched. Black-headed Gull 3, F45, 10secs. 3 young F32,
4secs NF.

Young Shelducks F11, 30secs. Oystercatchers in flocks 12/14.

Tuesday 6" June

[This entry could be a continuation of that for the 5%]. Black-headed Gull on
nest F16, 1/50 SR; F45, 14sec. Moorhen 2. View F23, 1/50sec.

Wednesday 7t June

St-y-Nyll. Grebe 5. Quite young.

Saturday 10" June

Llanilterne. Sitt 5. F32 15/20 sec SR NF; ¥z lens F32, 15secs NF.

Sunday 11 June

3 bird building in conifer.

Monday 12t June

W (Wild) Park. 5.30. Bullfinch young F10, 13sec; Duck on (9) F32, 10sec.
Chiffchaff young.

Tuesday 13th June

3 arch (Three Arches). Whinchat 6 young.
Evening. Whinchat 5 young. Chaffinch 2 eggs. Put up tent.

Wednesday 14t June

3 arch (Three Arches). xxxx photos Whinchat from tent. Ingram got one. Put
up tent again. Grasshopper Warbler. Pair seen,

Thursday 15" June

3 arch (Three Arches). | went in tent exposed 8 lates. Ing (gram) camera. FS8,
1.50 XSR xxxx. Ingram used mine (?) xxxx got 3, F6.8, 1/50 SR.
Weston (?) young F16 1sec.

Friday 16t June

3 arch (Three Arches). Dull & wet. Found G (Grasshopper/Garden) Warbler nest
(2).

Photo’d young Whinchats F16, 1sec. PXSR [Entry looks to have been
crossed through later].

W.PK (Wild Park). Bullfinches flown 1 left. Greenfinch young.

Saturday 17t June

Shrikes robbed.
Llanilterne. Sparrowhawk 5, 2 chipped. Carrying food to. Saw Warbler young.
Yellowhammer young.

Sunday 18t June

Sully | (Island). Kestrel 2. 2 Shelducks in burrow, 1 Shelduck in bush [both]
robbed. 2 young Lapwings nearly full grown.

Tuesday 20t June

S.Hawk (Sparrowhawk) 2 young. 2 more chipped. Photo F16, 4secs.
Weston.

Wednesday 215t June

Sully I (Island). Ing(gram) photo Kestrel.

Thursday 22" June

[Top of page above this entry says Steep Holm]. Coronation.

Friday 23 June

Nightingale young.

Saturday 24 June

Cefn On.

Inserted page with a list of species: Herring Gull, Lesser Black-backed Gull,
Peregrine, Skylark, Meadow Pipit, Kestrel, Rock Pipit, Swallow, Thrush, Hedge
Sparrow, Linnet, Shelduck, House Sparrow.

X Raven

X Rook (xxxx)

Monday 26t June

W.PK (Wild Park). Color plates.

Wednesday 28t June

Llanilterne. F8, 2secs.

Thursday 29" June

Color photo. Cactus F32, 55Secs.

Saturday 1st July

Llanilterne. Young hawks dead.
St-y-Nyll. Pheasant hatched. Quail 2 young photo 'z sec, F8, 1 sec, F11 & 8.
Saw Kestrel at mill.

Monday 3 July

Mill. Kestrel 4. Photo F32, 8/10secs.

Wednesday 5t July Sulli | (Island). Kestrel alright. Saw O.C. (Oystercatcher) which | think has nest.
Saturday 8" July Kenfig.
Sunday 9t July Sparrow 20sec.

Monday 10 July

Morning 6.]am?] 3 arch (Three Arches). Evening Cefn On.

Tuesday 11t July

6am. Reservoir Wood.




Wednesday 12t July

6am. Reservoir Wood.

Thursday 13" July

Investiture. Mumbles.

Friday 14t July

St-y-Nyll 5am. Coots % young. 1/10, F22; 1/50, F16, SR.

Saturday 15" July

Welsh St Donats. 2 adders, 1sec, F8, 5 (?). Grass snake.
Color photo. Orchis F22, 30sec; Heather F22, 30sec.

Monday 17t July

Saw Garganey St-y-Nyll. Photo pond. F22, 1/2sec. NF; F32, 1sec "z lens SR.
Young gulls: F6.8, 1/2sec; F8, 1/2sec; F11, 1/2sec.

Tuesday 18 July

Photo Old lady moth F32, 3secs.

Friday 21st July

Heath 5 1/2am. Color photo. Dock 2sec, F16.

Saturday 22m July

Porthcawl. Merlin & young. No terns, Oystercatcher & Ringed Plover.

Sunday 23rd Photo’d young gulls. SR F32, 1sec; SR F16, 1/2sec, NF.
Thursday 27t July Ragwort Color F16, 5sec. Young Nightjars, SR F11, 1/2sec; F16, 4secs.
Friday 28t July Morning. 2 photos of bird F6.8, 4sec SR. Photo tent etc, 1/10, F16.

Aft(ernoon). Tent no good. Color, Cinnabar moth caterpillars on ragwort, F11,
5sec.

Monday 31st July

Evening. Ingram tried. Got 2. Heard hawks.

Tuesday 15t August

S.Hawk (Sparrowhawk) morning no good. 1 addled.
Evening. Ing(ram) no good. Found another nest.

Wednesday 2" August Both bird no good. Found fowl (?)

Thursday 3 August PT. Tried photo bird sitting & afternoon got her on branch. Photo’d both young.

Friday 4" August Photo’d young xxxx & color plate. Photo’d bird on branch.

Saturday 5" August Porthcawl. Saw young guillemot dead. B (Black).Headed Gull & Hedgehog.
Ringed Plover 2 young.

Monday 7" August Photo Sea Holly (color) F16, 3sec. Stock Dove Candleston xxxx. Saw Patridge.

Saturday 12 August

No entry but in space below: Alec to here (?) from July 1.

Monday 16" August

Sully

Thursday 17 August

Sully

Wednesday 30t August

[Entry arrowed across from Thursday 315!]. 6am Wild Park.
Webs (?) F16, 1 1/4sec SR; F22, Y2 sec, SR.

Thursday 7t September

Wild Pk (Park).

Saturday 9" September

Wild Park. Fungi F32, 30sec NF; F16, 8sec.

Monday 11t September

Sparrow white tail in garden.

Wednesday 11" October

Wild Park Pheasant. Acorns NF F22. Color 25secs, F16.

Sunday 15™ October

Wagtail in garden.

Wednesday 18" October

Reservoir. 4 xxxx NF F16, 3sec; NF F32, 20sec.
Dead Nightjar F32, 10sec; F32, 10sec.
Hawk, Jay, Magpie.

Saturday 25" November

Saw Redwing, Llandaff.

End page. Looks like a series of company addresses &equipment, sizes, costs. Can’t read most of it.




